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Tim B. 
Kris H.* 
Jody K. 
Sheryl T.** 

CONFIDENTIAL: 72nd General Service Conference Background 

AGENDA 
Conference Committee on Grapevine & La Viña 

Monday, April 25, 2022 - 9:00 a.m. - noon 
Room TBD 

Chairperson: Kris H. 
Secretary: Karina C. 

Conference Committee Members 

Panel72 
Katie B. 
Tammie E. 
Amber N. 
Normand P. 
Pablo R. 

• Discussion and acceptance of AA Grapevine chair report.

Review progress report on AA Grapevine Workbook Revisions.

Review Progress report on the Grapevine and La Vi a lnstagram accounts

Consider the list of suggested Grapevine book topics for 2023 or later.

Discuss the wide-ranging impact the AA Preamble change has had on our
Fellowship.

* chairperson
*" alternate chairperson

NOTE: 1989 Conference Advisory Action 

Each Conference Committee carefully consider their agenda items and strive to make their 
recommendations for Advisory Actions to the Conference at the policy level. To be more 
financially responsible, when a Conference Committee recommendation involves a 
substantial expenditure of money, an estimate of cost and its impact on the budget be part 
of that recommendation. 

CONFIDENTIAL: This is background for the 72nd General Service Conference, and as such may be a confidential A.A. 
document. Distribution is limited to A.A. members. Placement of this material in a location accessible to the public, including 
aspects of the Internet, such as websites available to the public, may breach the confidentiality of the material and the 
anonymity of members, since it may contain members' full names and addresses.



CON DENT AL: nd Genera  ervice Conference ac ro nd 

AGENDA 

Conference Committee on Grapevine & La Viña 
Tuesday, April ,   9:  a.m.  noon 

oom T D 

A. eview report of first meeting.

. Old business.

C. New business.

D. Election of chairperson.*

*Election of chairperson

1. All Panel  members are eligible.

. All committee members vote by written ballot no verbal nominations .

. Election by plurality. Second place becomes alternate chairperson.

. New chairperson serves one year beginning at the close of the Conference.

CONFIDENTIAL: This is background for the 72nd General Service Conference, and as such may be a confidential A.A. 
document. Distribution is limited to A.A. members. Placement of this material in a location accessible to the public, including 
aspects of the Internet, such as websites available to the public, may breach the confidentiality of the material and the 
anonymity of members, since it may contain members' full names and addresses.



CON DENT AL: nd Genera  ervice Conference ac ro nd 

 Conference Committee on Grapevine and La Viña 

TE  A: eview progress report on AA Grapevine Workbook revisions. 

ac ro nd notes: 

From 1 Additional Committee Considerations: 

The committee reviewed the progress report on AA Grapevine Workbook 
revisions and suggested adding additional information on ways to use AA 
Grapevine resources as Twelfth Step tools, availability of books, pricing, ways 
Canadian members can more easily participate, and new multimedia platforms. 

From 19 Additional Committee Considerations: 

The committee reviewed the progress report on the AA Grapevine Workbook 
revisions and looks forward to reviewing a progress report or draft at the next 
Conference. The committee also forwarded suggestions to the Grapevine office 
including expanding shared experience and how to use GV/LV as a recovery tool. 

From 1  Additional Committee Considerations: 

The committee reviewed the Grapevine workbook with appreciation and suggests 
that it undergo a comprehensive review and revision, and AA Grapevine Inc. bring 
back a progress report to the 2019 Conference Committee Grapevine. 

ac ro nd: 

1 1 Office eport
 Draft Grapevine Workbook mailed to committee members only
. Grapevine Workbook available online at www.aagrapevine.org

1 of 1 

CONFIDENTIAL: This is background for the nd General Service Conference, and as such may be a confidential A.A. 
document. Distribution is limited to A.A. members. Placement of this material in a location accessible to the public, 
including aspects of the Internet, such as websites available to the public, may breach the confidentiality of the material 
and the anonymity of members, since it may contain members' full names and addresses. 
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CON DENT AL: nd Genera  ervice Conference ac ro nd G APE INE 
Item A 
Doc. 1 

 Office eport 
AA Grapevine Workbook 

AA Grapevine Inc. management contracted a freelancer, who is also familiar with 
the Grapevine service structure, to help the staff rewrite and redesign the AA 
Grapevine workbook. The current workbook's content was revised to add helpful, 
attractive graphics and e pand on shared e perience about ways to use 
Grapevine and La i a as a recovery tool. 

In addition, the workbook was streamlined to make it easier to use. ost of the 
historical copy and forms have been removed and will be available separately on 
the aagrapevine.org website. Also, the new workbook includes many links which 
will connect members to the latest information on the G  website to prevent the 
need for constant updating and revising. 

1 of 1 

CONFIDENTIAL: This is background for the nd General Service Conference, and as such may be a confidential A.A. 
document. Distribution is limited to A.A. members. Placement of this material in a location accessible to the public, 
including aspects of the Internet, such as websites available to the public, may breach the confidentiality of the material 
and the anonymity of members, since it may contain members' full names and addresses. 
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CON DENT AL: nd Genera  ervice Conference ac ro nd 

 Conference Committee on Grapevine and La Viña 

TE  : eview progress report on the Grapevine and La i a lnstagram accounts. 

ac ro nd notes: 

From 1 Advisory Actions: 

The committee recommended that the AA Grapevine oard implement an 
lnstagram account and re uested that a report on the lnstagram account be 
brought back to the 2022 Conference Committee on Grapevine and La Viña. 

From  Advisory Actions: 

The committee discussed a re uest for AA Grapevine, Inc. to establish an 
lnstagram account in line with the Twelve Traditions and encouraged them to 
continue with their planning. The committee suggested that the Grapevine oard 
provide additional information on implementation, anonymity, security, affiliation, 
outside contributions, privacy and promotion and bring a progress report back to 
the 1st General Service Conference. 

From 1  Additional Committee Considerations: 

The committee reviewed the 201  Grapevine social media report regarding 
lnstagram, acebook, and Google for onprofits and suggests that A.A. 
Grapevine, Inc. continue to explore social media strategy in their forthcoming 
strategic plan, taking into account issues regarding anonymity, security, affiliation, 
outside contributions and privacy and promotion. 

ac ro nd: 

1  lnstagram progress report

1 o f  1 

CONFIDENTIAL: This is background for the nd General Service Conference, and as such may be a confidential A.A. 
document. Distribution is limited to A.A. members Placement of this material in a location accessible to the public, 
including aspects of the Internet, such as websites available to the public, may breach the confidentiality of the material 
and the anonymity of members, since it may contain members' full names and addresses. 
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CON DENT AL: nd Genera  ervice Conference ac ro nd 

 Conference Committee on Grapevine and La Viña 

TE  C: Consider the list of suggested AA Grapevine book topics for  or later. 

ac ro nd notes: 

From  Advisory Actions: 

It was unanimously recommended that the Conference Committee on the Grapevine 
annually review a list of proposed related items at least one year in advance of 
possible production, so that the Conference might provide guidance, recogni ing 
that the committee may re uest more than one year to review some proposed items. 

From 199  Advisory Actions: 

The committee recommended acceptance of the following proposal from the 
Grapevine Corporate oard: 

In order to achieve some uniformity of procedure and to gain desired Conference 
input to Grapevine special items, yet not to compromise the Grapevine Corporate 

oard s right of decision  to manage the fiscal affairs of the Grapevine, let it be 
proposed that  

ased on the positive model of mutual Conference and oard involvement in the 
production of The Language of the eart, the Grapevine Corporate oard offer to 
the Conference Grapevine Committee on an ongoing basis,  general list of 
proposed special items at least two years in advance of possible production, in 
order that the Conference should offer any guidance or register any disapproval 
they might have. aving so presented the conceptual basis of these special 
Items to the Conference Committee, final approval for the completed items would 

est with the Grapevine Corporate oard. 

ac ro nd: 

Staff eport for 
List of Conference approved titles for Grapevine and La i a
AA Grapevine Catalog mailed to committee members  online
at www.aagrapevine.org
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CON DENT AL: nd Genera  ervice Conference ac ro nd G APE INE 
Item C 
Doc. 1 

taff eport 
AA Grapevine tems 

estions for prod ction in t e year  or ater 

AAGV items are published for several reasons: first, to carry the message of 
Alcoholics Anonymous stories from members and friends of the Fellowship  and 
second, to help GV maintain its self-supporting status. Furthermore, GV items 
provide a service to the Fellowship by making Grapevine and La Vi a articles 
available in a wide range of formats: print, audio and digital. They also introduce 
both maga ine titles through these anthologies to those who are unfamiliar with 
them  and help deepen members interest and understanding of the Steps, 
Traditions and history of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

1. 
est of Dear Grapevine working title  

Previously published letters from the pages of Grapevine by AA members which 
were printed in the maga ine s letters section, Dear Grapevine. 

Softcover: Approx. 120-200 pps 
Pro ected unit cost includes printing and design  
2.50 per book 10,000-piece print run  

Price: 11.50 

eBook 
Estimated pro ect cost: 2,000. 
Price: 9.99 

2. 
oo  for Ne comers working title  

Previously published stories by AA members sharing helpful tools and 
suggestions during their first year in sobriety. 

Softcover: Approx. 120-200 pps 
Pro ected unit cost includes printing and design  
2.50 per book 10,000-piece print run  

Price: 11.50 

eBook 
Estimated pro ect cost: 2,000. 
Price: 9.99 

1 of 2 
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. 
est of La Viña II working title  La ina book  

Spanish speaking AA members share their e perience, strength and hope, from 
the pages of La i a. 

Softcover: Appro . 1  pps 
Pro ected unit cost includes printing and design  

.  per book 1 , piece print run  
Price: 11.  

e ook 
Estimated pro ect cost: , . 
Price: 9.99 

. 
rayer  editation working title  La i a ook  

Previously published stories by Spanish speaking AA members sharing about 
the many ways they practice Step Eleven possibly including some translated 
stories from the G  version . 

Softcover: Appro . 1  pps 
Pro ected unit cost includes printing and design  

.  per book 1 , piece print run  
Price: 11.  

e ook 
Estimated pro ect cost: , . 
Price: 9.99 
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CON DENT AL: nd Genera  ervice Conference ac ro nd 

 Conference Committee on Grapevine and La Viña 

TE  D: Discuss the wide-ranging impact the Preamble change has had on our 
Fellowship. 

ac ro nd notes: 

From 2021 Floor Actions: 

1. The A.A. reamble be changed from

Alcoholics Anonymous is  fellowship of men and women who share their
experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. The only
re uirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no dues or
fees for A.A. membership  we are self supporting through our own 
contributions. A.A. is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics,
organi ation, or institution  does not wish to engage in any controversy
neither endorses nor opposes any causes. ur primary purpose is to stay
sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.

To 

In Alcoholics Anonymous we share our experience, strength and hope with 
each other that we may solve our common problem and help others to 
recover from alcoholism. The only re uirement for membership is a desire to 
stop drinking. There are no dues or fees for A.A. membership  we are self
supporting through our own contributions. A.A. is not allied with any sect, 
denomination, politics, organi ation or institution  does not wish to engage in 
any controversy  neither endorses nor opposes any causes. ur primary
purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.

2. The first sentence of the A.A. reamble be revised with gender neutral
language by replacing the words men and women  with the word people  to 
read  Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their
experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism.

. The reamble revision replacing the words men and women  with the word
people  be presented to the General Service oard for approval as the new

revised A.A. reamble.
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From 1 Additional Committee Considerations: 

The committee considered gender neutral language options for possible changes 
to the A.A. reamble and took no action. The committee felt they needed more 
information to make a decision. 

From  Additional Committee Considerations: 

The committee also discussed making suggested changes to the A.A. reamble 
for gender neutral pronouns. The committee re uested that the Grapevine oard 
consider developing examples of generali ed language options and that a 
progress report or draft versions be brought back to the 1st General Service 
Conference. 

ac ro nd: 

1 emo from AA Grapevine oard Chair to nd General Service Conference
members. 

 Preamble discussion timeline.
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I I  
GRAPEVINE 
Item D 
Doc. 1 

emo 

To: General Service Conference 

From: Josh E., AA Grapevine Board Chair 

Re: Agenda Item for the 72nd General Service Conference 

Date: January 27, 2022 

Dear Conference Members: 

We wish you warm greetings from the AA Grapevine Board and hope that you are well, 
as we all prepare for the 2022 General Service Conference. Almost immediately 
following the 71 st General Service Conference, the AA Grapevine Board, the AA World 
Services Board and the General Service Board began receiving considerable feedback 
some favorable, some unfavorable, and some simply asking for additional information  

regarding the revision to The AA Preamble Preamble . We would like to share with you, 
in a general way, a summary of those communications to help inform healthy discussion 
in the Fellowship about the change, and its impact, for those who support as well as for 
those who oppose the change. 

To be sure, the decision whether to change the Preamble has been the sub ect of an 
ongoing discussion that spans several years. Specifically, this topic was discussed in 
Groups, Districts, and Areas and was also the sub ect at no less than two General 
Service Conferences i.e., 70th and 71st . As directed by an advisory action arising from 
the 71 st General Service Conference, we began replacing the words men and women  
with people  as early as Grapevine s July 2021 issue and its translation in La Vi as 
July August 2021 issue. Consistent with past practice, as new Grapevine, La Vi a, and 
AAWS literature and reprints  go to press, and as web pages receive updates, the 
language will continue to change wherever the Preamble appears. 

Some welcome the wording people  in lieu of men and women.  Others oppose the 
change. Interestingly, those who favor the original version as well as those who oppose 
the new Preamble cite our Traditions as the basis for their reasoning. For example, 
those in favor of people  cite Tradition 1: such that AA nity is enhanced by welcoming 
a  who suffer from alcoholism. Likewise, those who prefer men and women  assert that 
AA nity has been disrupted by the change. 
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I t  
After its passage, the Grapevine Board received a number of in uiries about whether 
the revision negatively impacted Grapevine s editorial independence. However, it was 
the Grapevine Board, Publisher, and Editors who discussed this proposed change over 
several meetings that ultimately led to forwarding the discussion - as an agenda item -
to the General Service Conference see also the Timeline . 

Those who favored the revision all along noted that, under Tradition , each Group is 
autonomous and that their Group enacted the change to people  in advance of the 
advisory action. Not surprisingly, those who opposed the change also noted that, under 
Tradition , that their Group is autonomous and that they plan to continue saying men 
and women.  Regarding Tradition 10, some say the Preamble change is an outside 
issue i.e., political, sociological, etc.  while others hold fast that it is an inside issue 
supported by Tradition 3 i.e., welcoming, inclusive, etc. . But all who are in the least 
reasonable will agree upon one point, as a group there is more discussion re uired so 
that we can move forward, as a Fellowship, in love and unity. 

Therefore, consistent with the spirit of Warranty Four, Concept II, that all important 
decisions be reached by discussion, vote, and, whenever possible, by substantial 
unanimity,  we re uest that the Conference Committee on Grapevine and La Vina at the 
2022 General Service Conference, consider the following: 

"Discuss the wide-ranging impact the AA Preamble change has had on our 
Fellowship." 

Josh E., General Service Trustee and AA Grapevine Board Chair 

Copy furnished: 
AA World Services, Inc. 
General Service Board, Inc. 
Conference Coordinator 
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CONFIDENTIAL: nd General Service Conference ackground 

Time ine 

2 1  

G APE INE 
Item D 
Doc.  

December 1  The AA Grapevine oard AAG  or AAG  received an initial
re uest to revise the AA Preamble on behalf of an Area 9 home group.

2 19 

anuary 19 AAG  oard took no action on the original re uest and noted the
current process being undertaken by the Trustee's Literature committee and AAWS to 
look at language in all AA literature. AAG  initially forwarded a re uest that the
Preamble be included in this broader review.

September 19 After receiving additional re uests from Area 1  and Area 9 to 
change the Preamble, the board resumed the conversation.

"Discussion of Preamble: A robust discussion took place regarding language
reflecting inclusivity. The board will continue the discussion at their November 1
meeting. The board re uested that a previous re uest to Trustees' Committee on 
Literature to review this matter be rescinded."

December 19 "Preamble discussion: The chair moderated a round table
discussion regarding the many re uests for changes to the Preamble. It was decided,
after lengthy discussion, that the AAG  would send the re uests to the Preamble to 
the th Conference Committee on Grapevine for further discussion. The board
re uested further research be conducted on the Preamble's copyright status."

2 2  

anuary  Agreed to forward the following to the  General Service
Conference Committee on the Grapevine:

evise the Preamble to use gender neutral pronouns. For e ample, "Alcoholics
Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their e perience, strength and 
hope with each other ... "

Consider a re uest that our trusted servants at Grapevine Inc. change the
language of the first sentence of the "A.A Preamble" as follows: "Alcoholics
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Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their e perience, strength and 
hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help others to 
recover from alcoholism. The only re uirement for membership is a desire to stop 
drinking. There are no dues or fees for A.A. membership  we are self supporting 
through our own contributions. A.A. is not allied with and sect, denomination, 
politics, organi ation or institution  does not wish to engage in controversy, neither 
endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay sober and help 
other alcoholics to achieve sobriety." 

e r ary Apri   Gro ps and Areas across t e  and Canada disc ssed 
a enda items D and E from t e Grapevine Conference ac ro nd  

. Grapevine

D. Consider revising the A.A. Preamble to use gender neutral pronouns. For
e ample, "Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their
e perience, strength and hope with each other ... "

E. Consider a re uest to change the language of the first sentence of the A.A.
Preamble as follows: "Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who
share ... "

April   Panel 9 and  Delegates discussed Agenda Items D and E in the
Conference Committee on Grapevine and La i a at the th General Service
Conference, as follows:

"The committee considered a re uest to change the language of the first
sentence of the A.A. Preamble as follows: "Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship
of people who share ... " and took no action."

"The committee also discussed making suggested changes to the A.A. Preamble
for gender neutral pronouns. The committee re uested that the Grapevine oard
consider developing e amples of generali ed language options and that a
progress report or draft versions be brought back to the 1st General Service
Conference."

une   "The board reviewed the th GSC Advisory Actions and Considerations
and asked management to develop some ideas regarding the Preamble item.

anagement asked the board members to send any ideas they may have to the
Senior Editor who will report back in uly."
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uly  " evisions to Preamble: on W., Senior Editor, reported that he will be 
meeting with Publications anaging Editor to discuss their process for updating
pamphlets with gender neutral language. It was also noted that groups are already
changing the Preamble language. It was asked that board members forward
language and ideas they may have to the Senior Editor."

September  "Preamble update: on W. discussed his meeting with AAWS
Publications Director regarding the process used for updating AAWS literature to 
include gender neutrality. The board re uested several options for the Preamble be 
brought back to the October board meeting."

October  "Suggested evisions to Preamble: on W. presented suggested
changes to the Preamble which will serve as background to the 1 st Conference
Committee for AAG  and L ."

1 

anuary 1 The board finali ed the background for the 1 st General Service
Conference and forwarded to the Conference Committee on Grapevine and La i a.

e r ary Apri  1 Gro ps and Areas across t e  and Canada disc ssed 
a enda item E from t e Grapevine and La Viña Conference ac ro nd  

V Grapevine and La Viña

E evie  ested ender ne tra  an a e options for c an es to t e
A A  ream e

April 1  Panel  and 1 Delegates discussed Agenda Item E in the Conference
Committee on Grapevine and La i a at the 1st General Service Conference:

"The committee considered gender neutral language options for possible changes to
the A.A. Preamble and took no action. The committee felt they needed more
information to make a decision."

"The committee re uested that the Grapevine oard gather additional shared
e perience from the Fellowship related to the topic of gender neutral language
options for the A.A. Preamble and bring back the results to the  Conference
Committee on Grapevine and La i a."

After the Grapevine Committee's report was completed, a Conference delegate 
submitted Floor Action  re uesting the Preamble be changed to: 
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"In Alcoholics Anonymous we share our e perience, strength and hope with each other 
that we may solve our common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. 
The only re uirement for membership is a. desire to stop drinking. There are no dues or 
fees for A.A. membership  we are self supporting through our own contributions. A.A. is 
not allied with any sect, denomination, politics, organi ation or institution  does not wish 
to engage in any controversy  neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary 
purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety." 

T is item passed it  a  ma ority vote y s stantia  nanimity  

After this vote passed, Floor Action  was ointly submitted by two Conference 
delegates. Floor Action  re uested the first sentence of the Preamble be revised to: 

"Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their e perience, strength 
and hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help others to 
recover from alcoholism." 

T is item passed it  a  ma ority vote y s stantia  nanimity  

After much discussion about the two floor actions that had ust passed and which was 
the preferred of the two, Floor Action  was presented which recommended: 

"The Preamble revision described in the third floor action of the 1 st GSC as the 
new revised A.A Preamble be presented to the General Service oard for 
approval." 

T is item passed it  a  ma ority vote y s stantia  nanimity  

At its meeting, following the close of the General Service Conference, the General 
Service oard accepted the advisory actions of the General Service Conference and 
forwarded those items pertaining to the Grapevine and La i a to the Grapevine oard. 

The Grapevine oard met immediately following the Conference and discussed the 
implementation of the final change re uested and revised the first sentence of our A.A. 
Preamble to read: 

"Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their e perience, strength 
and hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help others to 
recover from alcoholism." 

This Conference approved change went into effect in all Grapevine online materials and 
print maga ines. The change was also incorporated into AAWS' online materials and 
service materials. The change to our Preamble continues to be updated in all 
Conference approved materials, and Grapevine books, as they go into new print runs. 
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